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LAW ON PREVENTION AND CONTROL OF
ENVIRONMENTAL POLLUTION FROM SOLID WASTE
Effective September 1, 2020
The Law on Prevention and Control
of Environmental Pollution from Solid
Waste was revised and implemented on
September 1, 2020. The revision responds
to the expectations and practical needs
of the public, improves long-term
mechanisms for the prevention and
control of environmental pollution by
solid waste and protects the ecological
environment using rigorous systems and
following the rule of law.
The revised Law clarifies the principles
of reduction, resource utilization
and harmlessness. It reinforces the
government’s responsibilities and sets
the goal for zero solid waste imports and
improves the system for the prevention
and control of environmental pollution
by industrial solid waste by increasing
producer responsibility and strengthens
the systems of pollution permits,
management account, and resources
comprehensive utilization assessment.
The Law clarifies government’s
implementation of a domestic waste
classification and sorting system and

establishes the principles of domestic
waste classification. It sets out overall
urban and rural area planning and
enhances control of environmental
pollution from rural domestic garbage.
The Law establishes a management
system for the classification and life-cycle
management of construction waste,
agricultural solid wastes such as straw,
waste agricultural film, and livestock
and poultry manure and It establishes
extended producer responsibility

electrical and electronic products, lead
storage batteries, and automotive power
batteries. It strengthens the governance
of excessive packaging and plastic
pollution and clarifies basic requirements
for sludge treatment and laboratory solid
waste management.
The Law imposes severe penalties on
illegal action, increases the level of fines,
and types of penalties and punishments
for individuals and impose penalties to
individuals.
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NATIONAL
SURFACE WATER
AND AMBIENT AIR
QUALITY STATUS

authorities. If there are other laws,
administrative regulations and rules,
their provisions should be followed
accordingly.
The control measures for methanol and
ethanol are limited to strengthening
transportation management. The
approval and management of
ammonium nitrate sales and purchase
shall be managed under the relevant
regulations on civil explosives.

Published July 2020
In July 2020, the Ministry of Ecology
and Environment (MEE) published the
national surface water and ambient air
quality status for the first two quarters.
From January to June, among the
1,940 national surface water assessment
sections, the proportion of sections
with good water quality (category I-III)
was 80.1%, a year-on-year increase of
5.6 percent. The proportion of sections
classified as category V was 1.1%, a yearon-year decrease of 3.2 percent. The
leading pollution indicators are chemical
oxygen demand, total phosphorus and
permanganate index.
In terms of ambient air, from January to
June, the average number of good days
in 337 cities across the country was
85.0%, an increase of 4.9 percent:
• PM2.5 concentration was 36 mgm3, a
year-on-year decrease of 10 percent
• PM10 concentration was 59μg/m3,
down 14.5 percent
• O3 concentration was 141μg/m3,
down 1.4 percent
• SO2 concentration was 10μg/m3,
down 16.7 percent
• NO2 concentration was 23μg/m3,
down 14.8 percent
• CO concentration was 1.3 mg/m3, a
decrease of 13.3 percent

2

Specific control measures should be
carried out as follows:
• Establishment of an information
platform and implementation of
information traceability management
and control throughout the life cycle,
mainly by implementing QR codes or
electronic tags

CATALOGUE
OF SPECIALLY
CONTROLLED
HAZARDOUS
CHEMICALS
Issued May 30, 2020
The Specially Controlled Hazardous
Chemicals refers to hazardous
chemicals that are inherently
dangerous, have high safety risks during
accidents, have serious consequences,
have a large circulation and require
special control.
The Catalogue of Specially Controlled
Hazardous Chemicals divides hazardous
chemicals into four categories:
explosive chemicals, toxic chemicals

(including toxic gases, volatile toxic
liquids and highly toxic solid chemicals),
flammable gases, and flammable liquids
and contains a total of 20 specially
controlled hazardous chemicals.
However, the chemical reagents
needed for scientific experiments
are temporarily excluded in the
management of this Catalogue.
According to the requirements of
the Urban Fuel Gas Management
Regulations, this Catalogue and special
control measures do not apply to urban
fuel gas.
The special management and control
of hazardous chemicals transported
by water, air, railway, and pipelines will
be implemented following relevant
laws, administrative regulations and
the provisions of relevant competent

• Research standardized package
management, mainly to implement
package functional testing of
dangerous goods and authentication
of package usage
• Strict enforcement of safe production
entry requirements and scrutiny
during approval of construction
projects related to specifically
controlled hazardous chemicals
• Strengthen transportation
management, establish strict manifest
management and vehicle dynamic
monitoring, and advance flow
monitoring of specially controlled
hazardous chemicals
• Implement fixed location of storage,
specially controlled hazardous
chemicals shall be stored in a specific
area in a dedicated warehouse for
hazardous chemicals
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MINISTRY OF
ECOLOGY AND
ENVIRONMENT
INTERVIEW
MEASURES

county-levels can be interviewed.

Issued August 27, 2020

The Interview Measures for provincial
officials clarify two scenarios:

The Measures revised from thirteen
articles to six chapters and twenty-six
articles clarifying specific requirements
for interviews with municipal, provincial
and county-level.

MEASURES FOR
REGISTRATION OF
NEW CHEMICAL
SUBSTANCES
Effective January 1, 2021
This revision focuses on the following
five aspects:
• Focusing on environmental risks and
highlighting key points of
management and control
• Optimizing application requirements
and reducing the burden on
enterprises
• Refining registration standards and
improving approval requirements
• Improving supervision during
and post-event and improving
management efficiency
• Tracking new hazard information and
continuing to prevent environmental
risks

The policies and principles for the
convergence of the new and previous
methods have been stipulated in the
Measures. Article 53 of the Measures
stipulates that in accordance with
the Measures for Environmental
Management of New Chemical
Substances and the Measures for
the Environmental Management of
New Chemical Substances for new
chemical substances processed through
the environmental management
registration, the relevant registration
will continue to be effective after the
implementation of the Measures.
Article 45 clarifies the procedures and
related requirements for corresponding
inclusion in the Inventory of Existing
Chemical Substances. As for
convergence matters not specified in
the Measures, the Ministry will issue
management documents to clarify
them in the near future following the
basic principles of the Administrative
Licensing Law and relevant applicable
laws.

The Interview Measures describe the
principal responsibility and supervision
function of ecological environment
protection. If the interview is related to
key areas of pollution prevention and
control, important ecological function
areas or air pollution transmission
channels, government officials from
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The chairman or general manager of
state-owned enterprises with prominent
ecological and environmental problems,
that cause an adverse effect, may be
interviewed as well as the municipal
officials in the district as well as the
corresponding city-level officials.

• Ineffective rectification of ecological
and environmental issues assigned
pointed out by central government
• Exceeding national key pollutant
discharge mass control targets or fail
to complete environmental quality
improvements, carbon emission
intensity control tasks or soil safe
usage targets assigned by the
government
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ASSESSMENT OF
DIRECT ECONOMIC
LOSSES IN THE
EMERGENCY
RESPONSE PHASE
OF ENVIRONMENTAL
INCIDENTS
Issued June 3, 2020
To standardize the assessment process
of pollution damage during the
emergency response of environmental
accidents and determine the level
of the incident in a timely manner,
the MEE issued the Procedures for
Assessment of Direct Economic Losses
in the Emergency Response Phase of
Ecological and Environmental Incidents.
The definition for the Assessment
of Direct Economic Losses in the
Emergency Response Phase of
Ecological and Environmental Incidents
mentioned in the Procedures refer
to the activity of quantifying direct
economic losses caused during the
emergency response phase, handling
of environmental emergencies and
assessment of the value of damage.
Direct economic losses include
personal injury, property damage,
emergency response costs and other
direct economic losses that can be
determined during the emergency
response phase.
To implement the Procedures
effectively, detailed rules for the
Assessment of Direct Economic Losses
in the Emergency Response Phase of
Ecological and Environmental Incidents
have been compiled. These explain

and refine the calculation scope and
method for direct economic losses
within the Recommended Methods for
Environmental Damage Assessment
in the Emergency Response Phase of
Environmental Incidents.
The main body of the detailed rules
contains three parts:
• General rules, including the purpose
of their compilation, scope of
application and procedures for
approval
• Principles and methods for
assessment, which is the core content
of the Detailed Rules
• Appendices

STANDARDS
FOR NUMERICAL
FORECASTING
OF AMBIENT AIR
QUALITY
Issued May 15, 2020
The MEE issued four national
environmental standards for the first
time and all are primarily related to
the numerical forecast of ambient air
quality and the monitoring of ambient
air and fixed stationary source air
emissions. The standards include:
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• Technical Guidelines for Numerical
Forecasting of Ambient Air Quality
(HJ 1130-2020)
• Stationary Source Emissions Determination of Sulfur Dioxide
- Portable Ultraviolet Absorption
Method (HJ 1131-2020)
• Stationary Source Emissions Determination of Nitrogen Oxides
- Portable Ultraviolet Absorption
Method (HJ 1132-2020)
• Ambient Air and Air Emissions Determination of Arsenic, Selenium,
Bismuth, Antimony in Ambient
Particle Matter - Atomic Fluorescence
Spectrometry (HJ 1133-2020)
The Technical Guidelines for Numerical
Forecasting of Ambient Air Quality
provide the basis for technical
support for China's ambient air quality
forecasting and the improvement of
ambient air quality and are based
on mainstream numerical prediction
modeling technology combined with
practical experience in China to carry
out numerical forecasting of ambient
air quality taking into consideration
technological development and
management needs, and lay out basic
requirements for numerical forecast
modeling of ambient air quality,
algorithmic processing and result
evaluation.
The Stationary Source Emissions
- Determination of Sulfur Dioxide Portable Ultraviolet Absorption Method
and the Stationary Source Emission
- Determination of Nitrogen Oxides Portable Ultraviolet Absorption Method
are used for the determination of
sulfur dioxide and nitrogen oxides from
stationary source air emissions.
Continued on page 5
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Continued from page 4

These two standards clarify the
performance requirements for the
portable ultraviolet absorption analyzer
and the step-by-step process for on-site
measurement. They also specify quality
control measures such as the error
indication, zero point and span drift
checks.
The Ambient Air and Air Emissions Determination of Arsenic, Selenium,
Bismuth, Antimony in Ambient
Particle Matter - Atomic Fluorescence
Spectrometry apply to the use of
the atomic fluorescence method
to measure ambient air, fugitive
emission monitoring and the four
elements (arsenic, selenium, bismuth
and antimony) emitted in particulate
matters from stationary pollution
sources. It clarifies interference
elimination methods, sample collection
and storage requirements, sample
preparation and measurement steps
and quality control and quality
assurance measures.

TECHNICAL
GUIDELINES FOR
FORMULATING
WATER POLLUTANT
DISCHARGE
STANDARDS IN
RIVER BASIN
Effective July 1, 2020
This standard has been formulated
to implement the Environmental
Protection Law for China’s Water
Pollution Prevention Law and the

Marine Environmental Protection Law
to protect and improve the quality of
the water environment and to regulate
the formulation and revision of water
pollutant discharge standards in river
basins.
This standard specifies the basic
principles and technical routes for
the formulation of local river basin
water pollutant discharge standards,
the determination of main technical
content, cost-benefit analysis of
standard implementation and the
requirements for the text structure
and the main content of the standard
preparation instructions.
This is the first issuance of the standard.

TECHNICAL
SPECIFICATION FOR
POLLUTION
CONTROL OF
WASTE LEAD-ACID
BATTERIES
Implemented March 26, 2020
First published in 2009, this standard
is revised for the first time, and has
been formulated to implement laws
such as the Environmental Protection
Law and the Prevention and Control
of Environmental Pollution from Solid
Wastes, to prevent environmental

pollution, to protect the ecological
environment and to regulate pollution
control during the collection, storage,
transportation, utilization and disposal
of waste lead batteries.

IN TOUCH
For more information, please contact:
Mr. Xiao-Jian Zhou, Managing Director
Tel: +86 21 6473 6885
xjzhou@ramboll.com
We prepare the China Update to
apprise clients of major EHS regulatory
developments in China. It is not intended
to constitute legal advice and should not
be relied upon as such.
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